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SUBJECT: HEXAVALENT CHROMIUM POT CONTINUES TO BOIL

REF: NAHA 439 DTG 280825Z AUG 75

SUMMARY: LEFTIST ORGANIZATIONS AND LOCAL PRESS CONTINUE TO HARP

 

 

 

PAGE 2 RHAIBQA3097 CONFIDENTIAL

ON THE ARMY LEAKAGE OF ENGINE CLEANER FROM THE MACHINATO SERVICE

AREA, ALLEGING THAT CHEMICALS HAVE CAUSED ILLNESS AND EVEN DEATHS

AND THAT SIMILAR PROBLEMS ARE PRESENT AT OTHER BASES. THE LINE OF

ARGUMENT IS NOW THAT THE RECENT MIKI AND SCHLESINGER VISITS HAVE

RESULTED IN MORE EMPHASIS BY THE GOJ AND USG ON OUR MILITARY

PRESENCE IN OKINAWA, MAKING THIS PREFECTURE THUS EVEN MORE

OF A "VICTIM", AS THE POLLUTION INCIDENT PROVES. OKINAWA REPS ARE
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LIKELY TO RAISE ISSUE IN THE DIET. END SUMMARY
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1. WHILE THE PRESS AND LEFTIST CAMPAIGN ON THE LEAK OF CLEANING

DETERGENT POLLUTED WITH HEXA-CHROMIUM FROM THE U.S ARMY

MACHINATO SERVICE AREA WAS SOMEWHAT LESS INTENSE OVER THE WEEKEND,

THE ISSUE REMAINS VERY MUCH ALIVE. THE NEWSPAPERS ARE FULL OF

REPORTS (SPARKED BY ZENGUNRO- THE MILITARY WORKERS UNION) OF INJURY,

ILLNESS, AND DEATH ALLEGEDLY CAUSED BY THE CHEMICAL, CLAIMS THAT

SIMILAR "DANGEROUS" SUBSTANCES ARE IN USE AT OTHER BASES, REPORTS

OF INVESTIGATIONS (REALIZED, ABORTED, OR PLANNED) BY VARIOUS

GROUPS, AND PROTESTS DELIVERED BY ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS.

WE RECEIVED THE MAYOR OF NAHA FOR OVER AN HOUR ON AUG 29 AND HOUSE

OF COUNCILLORS MEMBER KYAN FOR ABOUT TWO HOURS SEPT 2; A DELEGATION

FROM THE PREFECTURAL ASSEMBLY VISITED US ON AUG 28 AND HAD A BUS
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TOUR OF THE SERVICE AREA ON AUG 29.THE GOVERNOR HAS CALLED ON

GENERAL ROBINSON.

2. ALONG WITH THE DEMANDS THAT THE U.S. MILITARY STOP DISCHARGING

OR EVEN USING DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES, PROVIDE MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS,

TREATMENT OR COMPENSATION TO ENDANGERED OR AFFECTED  WORKERS, AND

DECONTAMINATE POLLUTED AREAS, THE LEFTISTS CLAIM AGAIN THAT THE

ULTIMATE SOLUTION MUST BE TO ELIMINATE U.S. BASES FROM OKINAWA

ALTOGETHER. BOTH  EDITORIALS AND THE POLITITICIANS WE HAVE TALKED WITH

 

ARE CLAIMING THAT PRIME MINISTER MIKI'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON AND

DEFENSE SECRETARY SCHLESINGER'S VISIT TO SEOUL AND TOKYO HAVE

RESULTED IN MORE STRESS BY THE GOJ ON DEFENSE, WHICH WILL PLACE

MORE MILITARY BURDEN ON OKINAWA. THE LEFTISTS MAINTAIN THAT

OKINAWA, WITH OVER HALF OF JAPAN'S AMERICAN BASES, WILL BE EVEN

MORE HEAVILY "PENALIZED" AS THE GOJ "UNFAIRLY" SHIFTS THE BULK OF

U.S. FACILITIES GRADUALLY FROM THE HOMELAND TO OKINAWA. INCIDENTS

OF CRIME AND POLLUTION, SUCH AS THE HEXA-CHROMIUM LEAK, OR THE ONGOING

 

PROBLEM OF AIRFIELD NOISE, ARE GLEEFULLY POINTED TO AS "EVIDENCE"

OF OKINAWA BEING MADE EVEN MORE OF A "VICTIM."

3. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT REFORMIST OKINAWAN REPS WILL RAISE

THIS ISSUE IN THE DIET. (THE LOCAL LIBERAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY IS
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REPORTEDLY RESISTING THE CONVENING OF A SPECIAL PREFECTURAL ASSEMBLY

SESSION SPECIFICALLY ON THIS ISSUE.) WHETHER THE OPPOSITION CAN

PLAY THIS ALL THE WAY INTO A SIGNIFICANT DIET ISSUE WOULD SEEM TO DE-

PEND LARGELY ON HOW LONG IT CAN KEEP THE POT BOILING DOWN HERE AND

WHAT OTHER ALLEGED EVILS IT CAN TURN UP AT OUR BASES. UNFORTUNATELY

HEXAVALENT CHROMIUM HAS NOW (ALBEIT TO A LESSER DEGREE) THE SAME VAGUE
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EMOTIONAL SCARE VALUE OF DEADLY TOXICITY THAT NUCLEAR MATTERS

HAVE, SO THE ISSUE WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE PRESSED.
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